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  PURE.  A Methodist Understanding of Baptism 

 Kenny Ott 

“So you are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  And all who have 
been united with Christ in baptism have been made like him.  There is no longer 
Jew or Gentile, slave or free, male or female. For you are all Christians-- you are 

one in Christ Jesus.”  Galatians 3.26-28 NIV 

 
Baptism is a __________________ of a ________________ with Christ. 
 

 It is _________________ by Christ. 
 
ȰGo out and train everyone you meet, far and near, in this way of life, marking 

them by baptism in the threefold name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Then 
instruct them in the practice of all I have commanded you.ȱ   

Matthew 28.19-20a The Message 

 
 

 It is my ______________ to God’s ______________. 
 

Peter replied, "Each of you must turn from your sins and turn to God, and be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you 

will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.ȱ  Acts 2.38 NIV 

   

 It is for ________________, called by God. 
 

“This promise is to you and to your children, and even to the Gentiles-- all who 
have been called by the Lord our God."  Acts 2.39 NIV 

 
 
 

 It unites us as one in the ___________________. 
 
The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up only one body. So 

it is with the body of Christ.  Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are 
slaves, and some are free. But we have all been baptized into Christ's body by 

one Spirit, and we have all received the same Spirit.  1 Corinthians 12.12-13  NIV 

 

PREPARATION 

Prayerfully ask God for direction and insight.  Compare several translations 
of the scripture used in the message (see www.biblegateway.com). 

OBSERVATION  /  INTERPRETATION 

Use your Bible, a Bible dictionary and a concordance (found in the back of 
most Bibles) to explore these questions. 

What is your understanding of the meaning and purpose of baptism? 
 
 
 
 
Read Jesus’ commandment in Matthew 28.18-20.  Why does He relate 
discipleship (learning) with baptism? 
 
 
 
Read Acts 2.14-41.  How are repentance and baptism related? 
 
 
 
 
Read Galatians 3.22-29 and 1 Corinthians 12.12-27.   How are unity and 
baptism related? 

MEDITATION / APPLICATION 

Now make it real in your life by discussing these questions with family or 
friends and identifying a least one action step you will take this week. 

 If you have not been baptized, why not?  What is keeping you from 
making that public declaration of your association with Christ? 

 If you have been baptized, take a few minutes to remember your 
baptism?  Were you an infant, a child or an adult? 

 How can you take time to remember and reclaim your baptism every 
day? 

 FOR DEEPER UNDERSTANDING 


